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REPORT OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT TEAM 

During the tour of Skála Metró we got a detailed picture about the building 
which made the following research easier. Not all of us had been into the 
building before. Some of us remember it as a department store back from our 
childhood. Entering the part that is containing the offices was a new 
experience. 

As we started dealing with the history of the square and the surrounding area 
we found out more and more about the changes that were made during the 
decades. The detailed examination was started not from 1960s but almost a 
hundred years before when the square was called Berlini. The square went 
through radical changes (since 1878 when the boulevard was constructed). 
WW2 and the revolution of 1956 brought a new spatial situation which was 
finally changed a decade later. 

The original architectural solution was unique in the 1970s. It was designed 
and built together with an over- and underpass system which is another 
dominant part of the square. The double facade with the full-glass curtain 
wall became a symbol though by the 2010s it reached the state of 
reconstruction. Apart from this the interior with the flexible pillar structure is in a 
pretty good state making it possible for further reuse. 

The square became disorganized with the small recess spaces, also the part 
of the overpass made for pedestrians is not in use anymore. Furthermore most 
of the terraces are empty for a long time. There were a couple of plans how 
to reconstruct the square or the building but so far everything is the same 
apart from smaller-scale changes (such as the green roof stalls on the stairs 
leading to the metro). The TÉR_KÖZ competition which was held this summer 
ended with a winning proposal that would transform the square into a more 
livable space by simplifying the structure of the stairs and terraces.  

It was also surprising that the percentage of the current utilization ratio is such 
a big number. The changes of ownership was another unkown part of the 
story of the building. 

The aim of the study and our starting hypothesis was to highlight the 
importance and further revival of the changes in the built environment not 
only in technical and urban way, but also the economical, social and political 
changes. As a result of the study itself we have to make a strong conclusion, 
that during the decades and a past century the surroundings of Skála Metró 
went through significant changes. From the beginning it was one of the main 
intermodal centres and with the Skála Metró Warehouse was given a new 
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function. The building, even if it was built about thirty years ago, is still in good 
condition. Its adjustable and functional sustainability in mutual cooperation 
with the precious location and historic background, a bit of nostalgia 
together make it worth to keep it, not to be destroyed, just with some minor 
changes and adjustments to give the value of the 21st century. 
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